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VETERANS DAY COMMEMORATION:
The High Country Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America will conduct the 15th Annual 
Veterans Day Commemoration at the Watauga Veterans Memorial on King Street, Nov. 11 at 11 a.m.  The 
ceremony will include a medley of patriotic music from the Watauga Community Band.  The pledge of 
allegiance, National Anthem, and invocation will follow with brief remarks honoring those ho have served 
the nation.  All are invited.

TAILGATE NOVEMBER 13 IN SUPPORT OF ASU ROTC PROGRAM:
Join ASU ROTC Seniors and Cadre for an informal tailgate 1000-1330 on November 13.  It will be friends, 
family, and fun in an informal setting.  ROTC will be grilling burgers and dogs.  Bring your own beverages. 
Cost is ZERO  but let Ms. Sharon Cox know that you may swing by so we can ensure to have some food.  
You can call her at 828-262-2015 or email at coxse2@appstate.edu.  The tailgate will be just outside the 
back of the old ROTC Building (DD Daughtery).  Service members and veterans can get a complementary 
foot game ticket by calling 828-262-8799.  You must identify as a veteran when placing the call.  Keep track 
of what is going on with ASU ROTC at https://linktr.ee/APPStateROTC or 
https://www.Instagram.com/Appstaterotc/.

Members of the High Country Chapter general membership gathered together on October 28 at 
Appalachian Ski  Mountain Resort for an evening of fun, fellowship, and dinner.  The chapter’s guest 
speaker was Jim Brumit, President of the North Carolina Council of Chapters MOAA.  Jim provided a “State 
of the MOAA” summary as well as install newly elected officers for the chapter.  A good time was had by 
all with a good meal of pork marsala and vegetables, conversation and laughter around the tables, and 
congratulations to the new officers.  The next general membership gathering is scheduled for February 
2022.

A BOD meeting was held at Ransom’s Restaurant November 3, 2021.  Topics of discussion included 
recruiting and retention, possible fundraising events, legislative actions that are anticipated or being placed 
into effect, and monthly reports from various committee chairs and directors.  You can go to our High 
Country Chapter website for staying informed on local news and events.  Go to HCCMOAA.ORG for more 
information regarding Chapter NC-21.

HIGH COUNTRY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING NOTES:
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The Frontline to Farm (F2F) program supports practices that raise healthy food, mitigate climate change and 

build community, while providing support and reconnection for Veterans. Sponsored by Appalachian State 

University’s Departments of Sustainable Development and Communication, F2F helps Veterans and beginning 

farmers get started in sustainable farming as a livelihood and is Co-Directed by Dr. Anne Fanatico and Dr. Lynn 

Gibbard, Army Veteran and Honorary MOAA member.

As a community project that connects Veterans back to the land, F2F has reimagined the Victory Garden as a 

modern effort to ensure food access, an important issue for Student Veterans and their families. We donate 

fresh produce from the gardens to the Student Veterans and provide areas and guidance for them to work the 

soil themselves. We also support landscape gardening and provide community connections for Student 

Veterans to explore gardening and farming. The role of small scale, sustainable farming is critical for so many 

reasons to include slowing urban sprawl and the environmental and community impacts it causes. F2F 

welcomes donations to support our efforts and connections with those we can serve. Please contact Lynn 

Gibbard at GregoryLD@AppState.edu for more information or to refer a Veteran or mentor to our program. 

The work of Frontline to Farm is supported in part by its flagship project, Going Whole Hog, through the 

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program (USDA/National Institute of Food and Agriculture #2020-

49400-32401). 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT ANNOUNCEMENT:

Frontline to Farm was born from an urgent need. As the number of 

small, local farms and farmers decreases across the country, food access 

and food system security is jeopardized, as the pandemic has made clear to 

us in the High Country. Small, local, and sustainable agriculture is a proven 

way to mitigate these issues. At the same time, farming can provide 

rewarding work for transitioning Veterans seeking to start a business that 

connects them to communities and allows them to continue service to 

their nation. To that end, F2F provides online education modules, hands-on 

training, internships, mentors, networking, conference scholarships, and 

other opportunities for Veterans looking to begin their sustainable farming 

journey. Visit Frontline to Farm’s website to learn more: 

https://frontlinetofarm.appstate.edu/
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HIGH COUNTRY CHAPTER MOAA                                                   
2021 FUNDRAISER MERCHANDISE:

Two items are currently being offered as High 
Country Chapter fundraiser items.  The first is a 
challenge coin that commemorates both the 
High Country Chapter, as well as the Watauga 
County Veterans Memorial which is located on 
King Street in Boone.  The memorial provides a 
location for veterans to gather for ceremonial 
purposes and visitors to Boone often stop at the 
memorial to reflect on the service that the
military provides to the citizens of this nation.  Below, there is a picture of our chapter Challenge 
Coin.  These coins can be utilized for various challenges, gifts, and affirmation of services. We 
encourage every chapter member to consider purchasing one and challenge each other at local 
social events and chapter gatherings.  Cost is $10 and can be purchased at our upcoming 
membership meetings.

A second item that is being sold as a fundraiser project is a beautiful 
MOAA engraved 24 ounce insulated tumbler, note the accompanying 
PDF included with this newsletter.  It is made of triple-walled 
construction with inside and outside stainless walls and copper 
lining.  It keeps hot drinks hot and cold drinks cold.  It has a dark 
grey rubberized finish for comfort grip.  It sells for $30.00 each or 
two for $50.00 

MOAA NOVEMBER 2021 MAGAZINE:
Have you had an opportunity to review the November edition of the 
MOAA Magazine?  It provides the new Tricare Guide which provides 
the latest on your health care benefit.  Additionally, it provides a 
Holiday Gift Guide and highlights on the Marine Corps history and 
culture.  There is also an article regarding the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier which was dedicated 100 years ago at Arlington National 
Cemetery.  The magazine is an excellent source of MOAA news, 
advocacy, and information.


